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ELQ.QR...DEBATE

that 's  w h y  w e ' r e  h a v i n g  the d i s c u s s i o n  h e r e  on the floor. Thank 
you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Bruning.

SENATOR BRUNING: Mr. Speaker, m e m b e r s  of th e  Legislature, I
w an t e d  to discuss a little m o r e  m y  comments e a r l i e r  about the 
archbishop, and I first w ant to say I h a v e  a d e e p  respect for 
Senat or F o l e y  an d  a d e e p  r e s p e c t  for t he C a t h o l i c  Church, and I 
see this as, y o u  know, w h e n  t w o . . . w h e n  tw o  b r o t h e r s  fight, the 
f ight is often m o r e  seve r e  t h a n  w h e n  stran g e r s  do. That's 
somewhat ho w  I see our d i s a g r e e m e n t  here. B u t  I w a n t ed...I want 
to talk a little b it m o r e  about our d i s a g r e e m e n t  b e c a u s e  I think 
Senat or Foley's chief c o n c e r n  was w i t h  m y  c omments about the 
archbishop. A n d  if I h a v e  m y  facts w r o n g  I'll r e scind my 
comments, b u t  I d o n ' t  think I do. To ray understanding, there 
was a pri e s t  in th e  c h u r c h  u n d e r  th e  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  dire c t  employ 
wh o  was l o o king at child p o r n o g r a p h y  and th e  ar c h b i s h o p  found 
out about t hat and, rath e r  t han d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  p e r s o n  and send 
h i m  to get h e l p  for that sickness, he d i d  nothing. He 
r e a s signed h i m  and a l lowed t h a t  p r i e s t  to co n t i n u e  to have 
contact w i t h  children. So w h a t  I said about th e  archbishop, 
that h e  should b e  removed, and I di d  say t hat h e  was n o t  wort hy 
of his position, w as b a s e d  u p o n  t he fact t hat th e  archbishop 
k n ew  th at  one of h is p r iests wa s  l o oking at c h i l d  pornography. 
In my mind, s omebody that's l o o king at ch i l d  p o r n o g r a p h y  is one 
step away f rom a p e d o p h i l e  an d  the step is a small step. It's a 
bi g  step f rom w h e r e  the v ast m a j o r i t y  of p e o p l e  are to look at 
child pornography. It's a little step once y o u  ge t  to look at 
c h i l d  p o r n o g r a p h y  to be a pedophile. It's a cou p l e  glasses of 
w i n e  or some u n e x p e c t e d  courage. A nd if the ar c h b i s h o p  knew 
about this, an d  accor d i n g  to th e  Omaha W o r l d - H e r a l d  he did, and 
if the archbishop, indeed, re a s s i g n e d  t his person, t he n the 
a r c h bishop is at fault. A n d  I tell yo u  what, I don't 
d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  t he  a r c h b i s h o p  and any other manager. If 
t here is som e b o d y  in one of our state a gencies in this state 
that has so m e b o d y  un d e r  t h e i r  d i r e c t  e m p l o y  tha t ' s  looking at 
child p o r n o g r a p h y  and t h e y  find out about it and t hey don't do 
a nything a b o u t  it, that p e r s o n  needs to go too. T h e r e ' s  no use 
or p u rpose for c h i l d  p o r n o g r a p h y  or c o n d o n i n g  it t h r o u g h  keeping 
somebody wh o  is i n t e rest ed in it in an organization, an d  that's
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